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Undergraduate Program 

Bachelor of Science in Emergency Medical Services 

Th e B.S. degr ee in  EMS is in ten ded  to p r epar e gr aduates to m eet  t h e 
p r ofession al  r equ i r em en ts for  p r eh osp i tal  em er gen cy  car e p r ov ider s. 
Com p let ion  of  al l  of  t h e par am ed ic cor e cou r ses wi th  a m in im um  gr ade of  
C is r equ i r ed  for  el i gib i l i t y  t o app ly  for  Nat ion al  Regist r y  of  EMTs 
exam in at ion  an d  New Mexico Licen su r e. On ly  par am ed ic cor e cou r ses ar e 
r equ i r ed  for  Nat ion al  Regist r y  el igib i l i t y . 

Th e p r ogr am  accep ts academ ic cr ed i t  f r om  accr ed i t ed  in st i t u t ion s of  
h igh er  educat ion  for  cou r se wor k  deem ed  equ ivalen t  t o p r ogr am  
r equ i r em en ts. Stud en ts wi th  p r ev ious EMS l i cen su r e m ust  d iscuss op t ion s 
for  r eceiv in g cr ed i t  wi t h  t h e p r ogr am  academ ic adv isor . Of  t h e 132 h ou r s 
r equ i r ed  for  t h e degr ee, a m in im um  of  30 cr ed i t  h ou r s in  t h e EMS m ajor  
m ust  be taken  at  t h e Un iver si t y  of  New Mexico to sat isfy  Un iver si t y  
r esiden cy  r equ i r em en ts. 

Application and Admission Requirements 

App l ican ts for  adm ission  to t h e B.S. in  EMS p r ogr am  m ust  com p lete th e 
UNM un der gr aduat e adm ission s app l icat ion  an d  declar e EMS as th ei r  
m ajor  in  t h e Un iver si t y  Col lege Advisem en t  Cen ter . Upon  com p let ion , or  
pen d in g com p let ion , of  t h e p r er equ isi t es, t h e studen t  m ust  app ly  for  
adm issions to t h e par am ed ic p r ogr am . Th is p r ogr am  adm ission  p r ocess is 
com pet i t i ve. If  t h e studen t  i s accep ted  in to t h e par am ed ic p r ogr am , th e 
studen t  wi l l  be m oved , by  th e p r ogr am , f r om  UNM Un iver si t y  Col lege to 
t h e UNM Sch ool  of  Med icin e. Accep tan ce in to t h e par am ed ic p r ogr am  wi l l  
be in  wr i t in g.  If  a studen t  i s accep ted  to t h e p r ogr am  pen d in g th e 
com p let ion  of  al l  r equ i r ed  p r er equ isi t es, sat isfactor y  com p let ion  of  al l  
r equ i r ed  p r er equ isi t es wi th  a C or  h igh er  is r equ i r ed  n o later  t h an  th e 
Sp r in g sem ester  of  t h e app l icat ion  y ear . An y  p r er equ isi t es or  cou r se wor k  
n ot  t aken  at  UNM m ust  be of f i cial l y  t r an sfer r ed  to UNM n o later  t h an  Ju ly  
1  of  t h e app l icat ion  y ear . 

Pr ior  t o adm ission  to t h e par am ed ic cor e cou r ses studen t  m ust  h ave 



com p leted  30 un der gr aduate h ou r s to in clude th e equ ivalen t  of  MATH 
121 Col lege Algebr a; t h e equ ivalen t  of  ENGL 102 Com posi t ion  II An alysis 
an d  Ar gum en t ; t h e equ ivalen t  of  CHEM 121 Gen er al  Ch em ist r y  I; t h e 
equ ivalen t  of  BIOL 237 an d  247L An atom y  an d  Ph ysiology  I for  t h e Heal th  
Scien ces an d  BIOL 238 an d  248L An atom y  &  Ph ysiology  II for  t h e Heal th  
Scien ces, al l  wi t h  n o gr ade less th an  C, an d  an  over al  GPA of  2 .5 .   

Adm ission  app l icat ion  m ater ials ar e avai lab le on  th e p r ogr am  websi te at  
h t t p :/ / h sc.un m .edu / som / em sacad / . Th e adm ission  dead l in e for  t h e UNM 
Sch ool  of  Med icin e Par am ed ic p r ogr am  is Febr uar y  1 . 

Al t h ough  EMS l i cen su r e is n ot  r equ i r ed  for  adm ission  to t h e p r ogr am , i t  i s 
r equ i r ed  befor e par am ed ic t r ain in g. Al l  studen ts m ust  h ave cu r r en t  New 
Mexico l i cen su r e at  t h e EMT-Basic or  EMT-In ter m ed iate level  p r ior  t o 
t ak in g par am ed ic p r ogr am  cou r ses. Th ose studen ts wi th  ou t -of -state 
l i cen su r e sh ou ld  con tact  t h e New Mexico EMS Bur eau  r egar d in g 
r ecip r oci t y  p r ior  t o t ak in g par am ed ic cor e cou r ses. 

Program Requirements 

Studen ts m ust  m ain tain  an  over al l  GPA of  gr eater  t h an  or  equal  t o 2 .5  
t h r ough ou t  t h e p r ogr am . Wh i le in  t h e par am ed ic cor e cou r ses studen ts 
m ust  m ain tain  a cu r r en t  CPR for  h eal t h car e p r ov ider s cou r se com p let ion  
car d , h eal th  in su r an ce, an d  a cu r r en t  New Mexico EMT l i cen se. 

All students seeking acceptance to the School of Medicine, Paramedic program must meet 
requirements for admission to the University. See the section in this catalog on the 
Undergraduate Program for information on University admission requirements. 

Applications are only accepted through an online application process. Check the EMS Academy 
website at http://hsc.unm.edu/som/emsacad/ for application information. This application is in 
addition to the application for admission to the University as an undergraduate. 

Screening for admission to the College is conducted at periodic intervals. All applications, fees 
and official transcripts must be received by the deadline. Students should submit applications 
early to allow for adequate advisement and processing of applications. 

Requirements for Admission: 

http://hsc.unm.edu/som/emsacad/


1. Submitted application and required academic records by the deadline dates; successfully 
completed all Pre-Paramedic classes, with a 2.5 GPA or better, by the date specified in 
the current application packet for each option. 

2. Additional information may be utilized to rank applicants; examples may include grade 
point average, interview, entrance exam, and geographical differences. 
 

NOTE: Preference is given to New Mexico residents. 

The School of Medicine, EMS Academy reserves the right to request the student to supply any 
additional information as necessary. Students are expected to be fluent in the English language. 

Application Deadlines 

Please check the EMS Academy website http://hsc.unm.edu/som/emsacad/ for current 
application deadlines. 

Note: Applicants should consult the EMS Academy website immediately prior to an application 
deadline to check for any deadline extensions. 

Departmental Honors Program  

Studen ts wi th  a m in im um  over al l  GPA of  3 .5  an d  a m in im um  3.6  GPA in  
EMS cou r se wor k  ar e el igib le for  h on or s un der  t h e fol lowin g 
ci r cum stan ces: 

1 . Com p let ion  of  a m in im um  of  6  add i t ion al  cr ed i t  h ou r s of  app r oved  
r esear ch  or  in depen den t  study  cou r ses bey on d  th e h ou r s r equ i r ed  
to ach ieve th e B.S. degr ee. 

2 . Subm ission  of  an  app r oved  p r oject , su bm ission -r eady  r esear ch  
ar t i cle, or  p r esen tat ion  at  a state or  n at ion al  con fer en ce. 

3 . En dor sem en t  of  p r ogr am  facu l t y . 
4 . Main ten an ce of  academ ic h on esty  an d  in tegr i t y , an d  p r ofession al  

con duct  expected  of  h eal th car e p r ofession als 
 

Requirements for Graduation 

Th e Bach elor  of  Scien ce in  EMS is gr an ted  to studen ts upon  fu l f i l lm en t  of  
t h e fol lowin g: 

http://hsc.unm.edu/som/emsacad/


1. Com p let ion  of  132 sem ester  h ou r s of  cou r se wor k  of  t h e p r escr ibed  
cu r r icu lum . 

2 . Com p let ion  of  Th e Un iver si t y  of  New Mexico Cor e Cu r r i cu lum . 
3 . Com p let ion  of  at  least  63 sem ester  h ou r s of  upper -d iv ision  cou r se 

wor k . Such  cou r ses ar e n um ber ed  300 or  above. 
4 . Com p l ian ce wi th  t he m in im um  r esiden ce r equ i r em en ts, as stated  in  

t h e Gen er al  Academ ic Regu lat ion s sect ion  of  t h is catalog. 
5 . Main ten an ce of  an  over al l  gr ade poin t  aver age of  2 .0  m in im um . 
6 . Un an im ous r ecom m en dat ion  for  t h e degr ee by  th e facu l t y  of  t h e 

Sch ool  of  Med icin e. 
 

Bachelor of Science Degree Completion Requirements 

1 . Sat isfactor y  com p let ion  of  a t otal  of  136 cr ed i t  h ou r s. A m in im um  
30 h ou r s of  t h ese hou r s m ust  be UNM EMS cou r ses. Fi f t een  of  t h ese 
h ou r s m ust  be com p leted  af ter  92 h ou r s h ave been  ear n ed . 

2 . Com p let ion  of  gen er al  educat ion  r equ i r em en ts in  t h e f i r st  an d  
secon d  y ear s. Com p let ion  of  t h e par am ed ic p r ogr am  th e th i r d  y ear  
an d  com p let ion  of  l i sted  elect ives du r in g th e fou r th  y ear .  

3 . M in im um  over al l  GPA gr eater  t h an  or  equal  t o 2 .5 , EMS cou r se GPA 
2.5 . 

4 . Subm ission  of  an  app l icat ion  for  gr ad uat ion . 
5 . App r oval  of  t h e fu l l -t im e p r ogr am  facu l t y  
General Education Requirements 
MATH 121 Col lege Algebr a 3  
-or -   
MATH 150 Pr e-Calcu lus Math em at ics 3  
-or -   
MATH 180 Calcu lus I 3  
ENGL 101 Com posi t ion  I - Exposi t ion  3  
ENGL 102 Com posi t ion  II - Ar gum en tat ion  3  
ENGL 220 Exposi tor y  Wr i t in g 3  
-or -   
ENGL 290 In t r oduct ion  to Pr ofession al  

Wr i t in g 
3  

PSY 105 Gen er al  Psy ch ology  3  
BIOL 123 Biology  for  Heal th -Related  3  



Scien ces 
an d  Non -m ajor s 

BIOL 124L Biology  for  Heal th -Related  
Scien ces 
an d  Non -m ajor s Lab 

1  

-or -   
BIOL 201 Molecu lar  an d  Cel l  Biology  4  
CHEM 121 Gen er al  Ch em ist r y  I 3  
-an d -   
CHEM 123L Gen er al  Ch em ist r y  I Lab 1  
-or -   
CHEM 122 Gen er al  Ch em ist r y  II 3  
-an d -   
CHEM 124L Gen er al  Ch em ist r y  II Lab 1  
BIOL 237 Hum an  An atom y  an d  

Ph ysiology  I for  
Heal th  Scien ces 

3  

BIOL 247L Hum an  An atom y  an d  
Ph ysiology  I for  
Heal th  Scien ces Lab 

1  

BIOL 238 Hum an  An atom y  an d  
Ph ysiology  II for  
Heal th  Scien ces 

3  

BIOL 248L Hum an  An atom y  an d  
Ph ysiology  II for  
Heal th  Scien ces Lab 

1  

STAT 145 In t r oduct ion  to Stat ist i cs (or  
equ ivalen t )  

3  

PHIL 101 In t r oduct ion  to Ph i losoph ical  
Pr ob lem s 

3 

PHIL 245 Pr ofession al  Eth ics 3  
CJ 130 Publ ic Speak in g 3  
ANTH 101 In t r oduct ion  to An th r opology    

3  
-or -     
SOC 101 In t r oductor y  Sociology  3  
Fin e Ar t s   3  



Elect ive 
For eign  
Lan guage 

  3  

  Total  5
2 

 
Pre-Paramedic Required EM S Courses 
EMS 113 EMT-Basic  
EMS 120 In t r oduct ion  to EMS sy stem s  
EMS 142 EMT-Basic Lab  
  Total   
*Studen ts m ay  subst i t u te t h e two-sem ester  equ ivalen t  of  EMS 113 an d  142 
con sist in g of  EMS 114, 115, 140 an d  141.  Studen ts en ter in g th e p r ogr am  
as l i cen sed  EMT-Basics m ay  subst i t u te 8  h ou r s of  app r oved  elect ives, 
wh ich  m ay  in clude EMS 143, 151 an d  180, i f  n ot  l i cen sed  as an  EMT-
In ter m ed iate. 

Paramedic Program Courses 

Par am ed ic p r ogr am  cou r ses can  be com p leted  at  an y  t im e in  t h e p r ogr am , 
so lon g as p r er equ isi t es ar e ach ieved , h owever , t h e cou r ses m ust  be 
com p leted  in  t h e sequen ce below in  con secu t ive sem ester s, in clud in g on e 
sum m er  session . 

 
   Semester I   
EMS 
209 

In t r oduct ion  to Pr eh osp i tal  Advan ced  
Li fe Suppor t  

2  

EMS 
210 

Pr eh osp i tal  Ph ar m acology  3  

EMS 
211 

Med ical  Assessm en t  &  Man agem en t  I  3  

EMS 
212 

Car d iovascu lar  an d  Pu lm on ology  
Em er gen cies 

4  

EMS 
241 

Par am ed ic Lab I 2  

EMS Par am ed ic Cl in ical  Rotat ion  I 3  



251 
  Total  1

7 
   Semester II   
EMS 
220 

Med ical  Em er gen cies 4  

EMS 
221 

EMS Special  Con sider at ion s &  Oper at ion s 3  

EMS 
230 

Med ical  Assessm en t  &  Man agem en t  II 3  

EMS 
231 

Tr aum a Em er gen cies 2  

EMS 
242 

Par am ed ic Lab II 2  

EMS 
252 

Par am ed ic Cl in ical  Rotat ion  II 4  

  Total  1
8 

   Semester III   
EMS 
243 

Par am ed ic Capston e 2  

EMS 
254 

Par am ed ic Field  In ter n sh ip  4  

  Total  6  
   Par am ed ic Pr ogr am  Total  4

4 
   Additional Required EMS Courses   
EMS 
470 

EMS Resear ch  an d  An aly sis 3  

  Total  3  
 

Curriculum for Pre-Paramedic  
All students wanting a BS in EMS will take the following courses: 
 
First Year     
ENGL 101 Composition I: Exposition 3 
ENGL 102 Composition II: Analysis and Argument 3 



Soc/Behav Sci (Core Area 4) 6 
Humanities (Core Area 5) 6 
CHEM 121/123L General Chemistry I/Lab 4 
BIOL 123/124L Biology for Health Related Sciences and Non-Majors/Lab 4 
MATH 121 College Algebra 3 
STAT 145 Introduction to Statistics 3 
Fine Arts (Core Area 7) 3 
    35 
Second Year     

BIOL 237/L 
Human Anatomy and Physiology I for the Health 
Sciences/Lab 4 

BIOL 238/L 
Human Anatomy and Physiology II for the Health 
Sciences/Lab 4 

Foreign Language (Core Area 6) 3 
Writing/Speaking (Core Area 1) 3 
    14 
Prerequisite Classes     
EMS 113 EMT-Basic 8 
EMS 142 EMT-Basic Lab 2 
EMS 200 Medical Mathematics 1 
    11 
      
Pre-Paramedic Total   60 
  

 

Required Paramedic Courses (Courses will be arranged) 

Paramedic Didactic     
EMS 309 Prehospital Medicine and Operations 3 
EMS 310 Prehospital Pharmacology 3 
EMS 311 Medical Assessment & Management 3 
EMS 312 Cardiovascular and Pulmonology Emergencies 3 
EMS 320 Medical Emergencies 3 
EMS 321 Special Patient Populations 2 
EMS 331 Trauma Emergencies 2 
EMS 455  Disaster and Emergency Management 3 
    19 
Paramedic Practical 
(Lab)     
EMS 341  Paramedic Lab I 2 
EMS 342 Paramedic Lab II 2 
    4 
Paramedic Clinical      
EMS 454 Paramedic Field Internship 4 



EMS 351  Paramedic Clinical Rotation I 3 
EMS 352 Paramedic Clinical Rotation II 4 
  11 
Advanced Paramedic     
EMS 400 Advanced Assessment 4 
EMS 461 Advanced Pathophysiology  3 
EMS 465  Advanced Paramedic Clerkship 4 
  11 
   
   
Paramedic Research   
EMS 469  Epidemiology and Statistics 3 
EMS 470  EMS Research and Analysis (Capstone) 3 
  6 
      
Paramedic Core Total   51 

 

EMS Degree Electives 

Approved courses Must complete 18 credit hours of approved electives 18  
      
Concentration International Mountain Medicine   
EMS 403 Mountain Medicine 3 
EMS 406 Mountain Medicine Lab I 3 
EMS 405 Austere Medicine  3 
EMS 404 Technical Rescue Course 3 
EMS 407 Mountain Medicine Lab II 3 
EMS 456 Social Dimensions of Disaster 3 
    18 
      
   
Option Students may choose coursework from the following   
  Pre-Health Professional    
  Pre-Medical    
  Pre-Physicians Assistant   
  Fire Science   
Degree total   132 
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MEMO 
To: Steve McLaughlin, MD,  

               Chair, Department of Emergency Medicine 

From: Robert McDaniels, MS, NREMT-P 

  Director, Emergency Medical Services Academy 

Date: 10/01/2012 

Subject: BS in EMS Catalog Changes to Major  

Changes made to General Education Requirements  

• All general education and program requirements have been formatted to assist the 
student.  This will help the students take the courses in the correct order and assist them 
to stay on a four year degree graduation plan. 

Modifications to Paramedic Cohort 

• Changes of titles and credits to the core required paramedic program meet the new 
National Emergency Medical Services curriculum.  

• Course number changes allow the paramedic program to be offered via Extended 
University distance education.  

Changes made to Fourth Year Requirement 

• Changes to electives to support the unique format and growth of the International 
Accredited Mountain Medicine Program. 

• New elective courses to support new paramedic certifications important for New Mexico 
communities. 

Budgetary and Faculty Load implications 

• The changes proposed are a realignment of existing resources and does not require 
additional budgetary resources or additional faculty.  


